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AUDITION PACK
Antigone
Tue 17th – Sat 21st March 2026, The Seligman Theatre, Chapter
	



Antigone

Directed by Brian Van Duyn

Key Information: 
	Performance Dates
	· 8pm Tue 17th to Sat 21st March 2026
· 2.30pm Sat 21st March 2026


	Performance Venue
	Seligman Studio, Chapter

	Rehearsal Dates
	Table Read: To be arranged 

Rehearsals: From w/c (TBC) Tue & Thu evenings 19:30–22:00 (TBC) Saturdays 10:00–13:00 & 14:00–17:00 (TBC)

Get in and Tech: Sun 15th March 2026
Dress: Mon 16th Jan 2026


	Auditions
	Everyman Clubroom, Chapter

· Fri 7th Nov 7-9pm
· Sun 9th Nov 10-1pm [plus afternoon session - TBA]
· Recalls: Mon 10th 7-9pm


	Book your audition:
	Contact Brian Van Duyn, Director
Email: vanduyn.brian@gmail.com

An audition form is provided; please send as an attachment to your email. We will confirm your audition by return and provide an appropriate audition 'reading' extract if you have chosen a specific role.

	Preparation:
	Please include as much information as possible on the accompanying form and send it when booking your audition. You do not need to learn anything in advance but a selection of extracts will be made available for you at the audition.






DIRECTOR’S NOTES
This play, although over 2000 years old, still has relevance today as witnessed by the many adaptations over the centuries by many famous authors. For this production I have made the decision to use an all female cast, re-gendering as appropriate, using a contemporary version of the text by a female writer, Marianne McDonald. The main focus being on the themes of conflict of the individual versus the state and the role of women in a matriarchy rather than a patriarchy. The staging will also be contemporary, using the cast as an ensemble, integrating the main characters with the chorus, and with a set/costume design incorporating a 'Greenham Common/Eco-Warrior' styling.
I am looking for a varied all female cast to rise to the challenge of realising the themes and staging concept of the production.

SYNOPSIS
A full Wikipedia synopsis of the, bi-gendered, play is included at the following link, for clarity: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antigone
A briefer, bi-gendered, summary is as follows:
“Antigone, daughter of Oedipus, the late king of Thebes, in defiance of Creon who rules in his stead, resolves to bury her brother Polyneices, slain in his attack on Thebes. She is caught in the act by Creon's watchmen and brought before the king. She justifies her action, asserting that she was bound to obey the eternal laws of right and wrong in spite of any human ordinance. Creon, unrelenting, condemns her to be immured in a rock-hewn chamber. His son Haemon, to whom Antigone is betrothed, pleads in vain for her life and threatens to die with her. Warned by the seer Teiresias Creon repents and hurries to release Antigone from her rocky prison. But he is too late: he finds Antigone who had hanged herself and Haemon who also has perished by his own hand. Returning to the palace he sees within the dead body of his queen who on learning of her son's death has stabbed herself to the heart.”

Casting Breakdown
Antigone - daughter of the dead ruler King Oedipus and brother of the dead Polyneices - a heroine, hot-head, passionate, uncompromising [think of a mix of Greta Thunberg, Malala Yousafzai, the Pussy Riot girls etc] – playing age late teens to early 20's.
Ismeme - younger sister of Antigone – non-heroic, compliant, initially reasonable then rebellious - playing age late teens to early 20's.
Creon - new ruler and aunt of Antigone – honourable, impatient, easily angered, unbending [think of a mix of Eva Peron, Margaret Thatcher, Hilary Clinton etc] - playing age late 30's and over.

Eurydice - wife/partner of Creon – loyal, loving, obedient [think of a trophy wife] - playing age late 30's and over.
Haemon - daughter of Creon & Eurydice and partner of Antigone - non-heroic, initially compliant then rebellious - playing age late teens to early 20's.
Tiresias – sage seer and soothsayer – wordly wise, a mother earth figure, a game changer - playing age late 40's and over.
Guard & Messenger - Creon's military aides - non-heroic, common everyday persons, time servers - playing age early 30's and over.
The Chorus – non-traditional chorus, no masks, a group of varied personalities - playing age, spread over late teens to 50's and over. Movement and/or singing/music experience would be welcome.
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